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INTRODUCTION

“A high-quality History education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world.”

(The 2014  Primary National Curriculum in England)

History teaching at Eccleston C.E. Primary School has a wide application to everyday life, teaching the children to enjoy learning about the past and to have a better understanding of the society in which they live.
At Eccleston C.E. Primary School we aim to:

· Inspire pupils’ curiosity to discover more about the past

· Develop an understanding of the past and how it has shaped the present

· Develop a sense of identity and cultural understanding based on their historical heritage

· Develop knowledge of chronology within which pupils can organise their understanding of the past

· Develop skills of enquiry, analysis, debate, interpretation and problem solving

· Develop the skills to communicate historical knowledge through a variety of written, oral and visual forms
TEACHING AND LEARNING OF HISTORY AT ECCLESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
The History curriculum at Eccleston C.E. Primary School is based upon the 2014 Primary National Curriculum in England, which provides a broad framework and outlines the knowledge, skills and understanding taught in each Key Stage. This framework is then carefully tailored within the school’s scheme of work to suit the needs of the children in the school. We build planned progression into the programme of study so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school.
A variety of teaching approaches are used:
· Teacher presentations

· Talking partners

· Investigating artefacts and sources of evidence

· Question and answer sessions, discussions and debates

· Individual and group research

· Role play, drama, story telling

· Fieldwork and visits to museums/sites of historic interest
· Guest speakers

CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS
Teaching staff at Eccleston are encouraged to develop cross-curricular links with history and other subjects to provide a meaningful and relevant curriculum for all pupils.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN HISTORY
All children regardless of their race, sex, religion or ability will be given equal opportunities to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of History. Care is taken when selecting source material that a range of perspectives and viewpoints are represented.

The importance of the pupil’s own cultural background is recognised as a resource which may give an alternative perspective on events of the past as well as the present. The curriculum is suitably differentiated to suit the needs of all children, including those with special needs. All necessary adaptations will be made to enable all children to access the curriculum.

MORE ABLE
History provides excellent opportunities to enhance the learning of more able pupils through the development of higher order thinking skills, creativity and self-expression. Pupils who show a particular talent for history will be identified by the class teacher and the Subject Leaderfor more able children and the history subject leader will be informed.
ASSESSMENT
During the planning stage, clear learning objectives for each lesson are set and opportunities for ongoing assessment are identified. As with all subjects taught at Eccleston C.E. Primary School, class teachers use Assessment for Learning (AfL) to continually inform and adapt their planning to suit the needs of the children in their class. Whole class assessment sheets for History are completed on a termly basis by each class teacher and given to the subject leader. Self-assessment and peer-assessment are also encouraged in order to foster independence and develop the children’s evaluative skills.
HEALTH AND SAFETY
Fieldwork and site visits are an important part of History teaching. School health and safety guidelines will be followed at all times and a full risk assessment completed for all visits.

COLLEAGUES WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR HISTORY
History subject leader – Miss Sarah Roberts

Governor with responsibility for History - 
Headteacher – Miss Katie Cade
Miss Sarah Roberts – February 2017
